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AMENDMF.NTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (previously amended) An elemenl for fixing a first bone fragment, in particular a 
bone fragnienl in an ankle joint fraclurc, to an associated second bone fragment* said fixing 
clement comprising: 

an elongate spreading body and an elongate fixing body which ^catT^ c introduced into 
aligned bores in the bone fragments and which has a proximal first portion which is to be 
introduced into the first hone fragment, a distal second portioji which adjoins the first portion 
and which is to be introduced into the second Umo fragment, and a cavity which ex lends 
substantially over its length, wherein the fixing hody is adapted lo be introduced completely 
into the bon^s, it can be spread open transversely with respect to its longitudinal direction by 
a wedge action at least in the region of^j tstwo end |>for connection to the respective bone 
fragment by proximal introduction of the sprending body into the cavity and after 
substantially complete introduction of the spreading body into the cavjiy it is of a greater 
1 dimension transversely wilh respect to its longitudinal direction at^e^listal end of ihc second 

'> ] \ portion lh;in a(The)proximril end ofthc second portion, characterised in ihiU the fixing body 

V is adapted K> be spread open substantially over Its entire length. 

2. (previously aniended) The fixing element as set foith in claim I characterised in thai 
the fixing body comprises at least two body portions which adjoin each other in the 
peripheral direction and which are connected together movably sufficiently for spreading 
open. 

3. (previously amended) J'hc fixing clement oC claim I wherein the operative surfaces 
ofthc Ilxing body and the spreading body, which co-operate for spreading open the fixing 
body, are of such a configuration that spreading ofthc second portion begins al ihe distal end 
of Ibe second portion. 

4. (pix^viously amended) llie fixing element as set foith in chum 3 characterised in that 
the co-operating operative surfaces of the fixing body and the spreading body are of such a 
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coi^figuration that at least one tlrsl part of the first portion iii sprciid open before the second 
portion is spread open. 

5. (previously amended) The fixing element as set forth in claim 4 characterised in that 
the first part is arranged in the region of the proximal end of the first portion. 

6. {previously amended) The fixing element of claim 5 wherein the first portion is 
pivotably connected at its distal end hy way of at least one leg element to the proximo! end of 
the second portion, 

wherein the fixing body and the spreading body arc of such a configuration that, upon 
iniTodgction of the spreading body, the distill end of ihe first portion is substantially 
completely spread open before in succession in a first step a part of (he second portion Is 
spauid open and in a second step the proximal end of the second portion is spread open, or 
that upon introduction of Uie spreading body the proximal end of tlic second portion is 
substantially completely spread open before in succession in a first step a part of the first 
portion is spi cad open and in li second step the distal end of the first portion is spread open, 
and 

the leg clement is of such a configuration and arrangement that the longitudinal spacing 
between the fii-st and second portions reduced during the second step. 

7. (previously amended) The fixing element of claim 6 wherein after the spreading body 
is introduced into the cavity, the fixinj^ body is of a larger dimension tmnsversely with 
respect to its longitudinal direction at the proximal end of the first portion than at the distal 
end of the first portion. 

8. (previously amended) Tlie fixing clement of claim 7 wherein in the non-spread 
cotiditioii t>ic first portion i-s of a greater dimension transversely with respect to its 
longitudinal direction than the second portion. 

'J. (previously atnfindcd) The fixing element of chiini 8 wherein projections intended to 
penetrate into the bone are provided at the surface of the fi^^ing body which is lowai ds the 
bone. 
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10. (previously amended) The fixing element ofclainri 9 wherein at least che fixing hody 
comprises a bioresorbable materiul, 

1 1 . (previously amended) The fixing element as set fordi in claim 10 wherein the fixing 
body comprises a polylaclidc which is reinforced in regions involving a tensile loading by 
tension-resistant, in paHicular "bioresorbable, fibers and/or fiber cloth. 

12» (previously presented) The fixing element of claim 2 wherein the operative surfaces 
of the fixing body and the spreading hody, which co-operate for spreading open the fixing 
body, arc of such a configuralion that spreading of the second portion bugins at the distal end 
of the second portion. 

13. (previously piesented) llie fixing element as set forth in claim 12 wherein the co- 
operating operative surfaces of the fixing body and the- spreading body are of such a 
configuration that at least one first part of the first portion is spread open before the second 
portion is spread open. 

14. (previously presented) Tlic fixing clement of claim 1 3 wherein ihc first pan is 
arranged in the region of the proximal end of the first poition. 

15. (previously presented) llic fixing clement of claitn 14 wherein the first poition is 
pivotably connected at its distal end by way of al least one leg element to the proximal end of 
the Accond poi-tion, 

wherein the fixing body and the spix^ading body arc of such a configuialion that, upon 
introduction of the spreading body» the distal end of the first portion Is substantially 
completely spread open before in succession in a first step a part of the second portion is 
spread open and in a second step the proximal end of the second portion is ^Jprcad open, or 
thai upon inlroduclion of the spreading body the proximal end of the second portion is 
substantially completely spread open before in succession in a first step a pari of the first 
portion is spread open and in a second step the distal end of the first portion is spread open, 
and 
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(he leg clement is of such a contleuration and arrangement that the longitudinal spacing 
between Ihc first and second portions is reduced during the second step. 

1 6. (previously presented) The fixing element of claim 1 5 wherein after the spreading 
body is introduced into Ihe uivity, the fixing body is of a Ifirgcr dimension transversely with 
respocl (o its longitudinal dircolion at IIjl; proximal cud of the fust portion than at the distal 
end of the first portion. 

17. (previously presented) The fixing element ofclaim 16 wherein in llic non-spread 
condition Ihe first portion is of a greater dimension transversely with rcspccl ro its 
longiliidinal direction than the second portion. 


18. (currently amended) The fixing clement ofclaim 17 wherein projections intended to 


penetrate into the bono are provided at the surface of the fixing body which is towards the 


19. (previously presented) The fixing clcmenl of claim 1 8 wherein the fixing body 
comprises a bioresorbable material. 

20. (previously presented) The fixing element ofclaim I wherein the fixing body 
comprises a bioresorbable material. 

2 1 . (previously presented) llie fixing element as set forth in chiim 19 wherein the fixing 
body comprises a polylactide winch is reinforced in regions involving a tensile louding by 
tens 1 0 n- res i stout, in particular bioresorbable^ fibers and/or fiber cloth. 

22. (previously pnescnlcd) The fixing element as set forth in claim 20 wherein the fij^ing 
body comprises a polylaetide which is reinforced in regions involving a tensile loading by 
icnsion-rcsisiant, in particular bioresorbable^ fibers and/or fiber cloth. 
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23. (previously presenled) An elemeni for fixing a first bone fi^agment to an associated 
sccomi bono fi-agmcnt from a fracture, cspccinlly an ankle joint fractui\5, each bone fragment 
having an aligned bore therein, the fixing element comprising: 

an elongate fixing hody, si7.ed to be introduced into the aligned bores such that a first 
portion defining a proxima[ end thereof is introduced into the first bone fragment and a 
second portion defining a distial end thereof is introduced into the second bone fragment, a 
proximal end ofthe second portion adjoining a distal end of the first portion, and the fixing 
body having an operative surface defined by a cavity extending substantially longitudinally 
therethrough; and 

an elongate spreading body for longitudinal introduction into the cavity at the 
proximal end, an opci'Jitivc surface of the spreading body defined by an external surface 
thereof, the fixing body operative surface nnd the spreading body operative surface co-acting 
to spread open the fixing body transversely with respect lo the longiludinal direction theiouf 
by a wedge action for connection to the respective bone fi-iigmenls, such that after 
substantially complete introduction of the spreading body into the cavity, the second portion 
ofthe fixing body has a greater dimension transversely with respect to the longiludinal 
dia^ction thereof at the distal end ofthe necond portion than at the proximal end thereof, the 
fixing body being adapted to be spread open substantially over its entire length. 
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